Unions were to call a general strike supported by the
Potsdam garrison, which would march into Berlin. A state
of siege would be declared, von Papen and Hitler were to
be placed under preventive arrest, the President (and inci-
dentally the Sovereign head of the Republic's armed forces),
was to be faced with the situation as he would then find it,
and the conspirators would plead interest of State.
Kurt von Schleicher, the strong man, talked instead of
acting at once. One of his fellow Generals had caused the
plan to be telegraphed to an English newspaper and had
it retransmitted to him as a Press message, copies of which
were despatched post haste to the two Hindenburgs,
Hitler, Goring and von Papen.
This finally decided Hindenburg to allow von Papen's
suggestions to prevail, and he agreed to Hitler as Chan-
cellor on receiving von Papen's undertaking that he would
be close at hand to chaperon the Nazi chieftain. He,
the Hindenburg of Tannenberg, would show this recalcitrant
General that he would not be coerced by his own army.
In the meantime, however, it was necessary to allay the
General's suspicions and to gain some confidence from the
Nation, so the German Broadcasting Company was in-
structed to send out a Press message over the air that on
Schleicher's resignation, Herr von Papen had been en-
trusted by the President (who had every confidence in him)
to form a Cabinet. This sounded as if Papen was going to
be Chancellor, and until a call came from Papen to the
Nazi headquarters, the Nazi chiefs thought that they had
been double-crossed again.
So Hitler became Chancellor. Hindenburg, who had
twice refused to give him office when the Nazi Party was
at the height of its power, handed him office when his
fortunes were at low ebb, when his followers were in open
revolt and when his financial resources were day-to-day
remittances from a class alien to him, on the understanding
that he toed the line.
Herr Hitler should be mightily thankful to Herrn von
Papen and Herr von Hindenburg should have been more
than grateful, for the tribune of the people had saved his
Junkerdom from open disgrace.
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